
Documenting in APA Style

American Psychological Association (APA) style is used to document research essays in the social sciences.

This handout provides a selection of the most commonly used examples of APA documentation. For a more
detailed explanation visit the APA site at www.apastyle.org, or the on-line writing lab at
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html

Proper APA documentation involves two components: in-text citations and a References list.

In-Text Citations

Place the author’s last name, the year of publication and the page number (if using a quotation) in
parentheses in the body of your essay just after the cited material. The author and date must match exactly
the corresponding entry on your References list. If you mention the author’s name in the body of your
essay, just give the date and page number (if necessary) in parentheses.

Direct Quotations and Paraphrases

Many others agree with the assessment that “this is a seriously flawed study” (Methasa, 1994, p. 22)
and do not include its data in their work.

Author’s Name Given in the Text

When Millard (1970) compared reaction times among the participants, he noticed an increase in
errors.

Work by Multiple Authors

The authors were unaware of a similar study (Grimm & Tolman, 1991) with contradictory data.
Mokach et al. (1989) noted no improvement in the scores. (more than five authors)

Work with Unknown Author
Use the first few words of the title.

One newspaper article (“When South Americans,” 2003) indicated the rapid growth of this
phenomenon.

Group as Author
Material produced by organizations or governments does not often list an individual author. In this case, list
the organization as the author.

No field data on this epidemic were available (World Health Organization, 2002).

Indirect Source
Johnson argued that...(as cited in Smith, 2003, p. 102)

http://www.apastyle.org
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html


References List

List all your sources in alphabetical order by author’s last name on a separate References page at the end of
your essay. Italicize book titles, the names of journals and websites. Double-space all entries. The first line of
each entry should be full width, with subsequent lines indented five spaces (hanging indent).

Examples

Book, one author
Biclawksi, E. (2003). Rogue diamonds: The search for northern riches on Dene land. Vancouver: Douglas &

McIntyre.

Book, two or more authors
Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (2000). The elements of style (4th ed.). New York: Longman.

Group or Corporate Author
Mental Health Technical Training Support Center. (1994). Guidelines for mental health nonprofit agency

staffs (2nd ed.) [Brochure]. Manhattan, NY: Dept. of Health.

Article from Online Newspaper or Magazine
Marck, P. (2003, May 10). Show’s over for ‘Hollywood North.’ The Edmonton Journal. Retrieved May 10,

2003, from http://www.canada.com/edmonton/story.asp?id-OCBCBD

Article from Database
Wainwright, J. A. (1998, April 1). “New Skin for the Old Ceremony”: Canadian Identity Revisited. Essays

on Canadian Writing, p. 56. Retrieved from eLibrary database.

Web Page (author or corporate author)
Canadian War Museum. (2005). First Canadian Army helped lead the final Allied offensive against Germany.

Retrieved from http://www.civilization.ca/cwm/chrono/1931victory_e.html.

Web Page – No Author
New child vaccine gets funding boost. (2001). Web site name. Retrieved from

http://news.ninemsn.com.au/health/story_13178.asp

Motion Picture
Producer, P. P. (Producer), & Director, D. D. (Director). (Date of publication). Title of motion picture [Motion

picture]. Country of origin: Studio or distributor.
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