
MLA Style: In-Text Citations and Works Cited Page

In-Text Citations
In your essay or report, use in-text citations to acknowledge wherever you’ve used words, ideas and facts from your
primary source (e.g. the play or novel), and your secondary sources (other research on the subject).

Examples:
Author’s name not given leading into the quote: If the author’s name is not in your lead-in sentence, put the last name in
parentheses, leave a space with no punctuation and then give the page number.

Recent research on sleep and dreaming indicates that dreams move backward in time as the night progresses
(Dement 72).

Subsequent references to the same author: When you quote the same author more than once, and do not quote a
different author in between, use only the page number in parentheses after the first reference.

Author’s name given in text: If you include the author’s name in the lead-in sentence, include only the page number.
Freud states that “a dream is the fulfillment of a wish” (154).

Quoting a Shakespearean play: Instead of page numbers you will use act, scene and line numbers.
Shakespeare’s Hamlet contains the famous soliloquy beginning “To be or not to be: that is the question” (3.1.56).

No author provided: Use the name of the article in quotation marks, then the page number, if available. E.g. (“Virtual
Antarctica”).

Works Cited
List these on a separate page. Alphabetize by author’s last name. If there is no author, use the first word of the title
(leaving out A, An, and The). Each entry should be double-spaced. The first line should be flush left and subsequent lines in
the entry should be indented five spaces (hanging indent).

Generally, entries follow this format: author’s last name, first name, article name in quotation marks, publication/website
name in italics, publisher, year, URL. Depending on the type of source, you might not have to include all this information.

Books
Atwood, Margaret. Oryx and Crake, McClelland and Stewart, 2003.

Articles from databases
Grady, Wayne. “Home Base.” Harrowsmith, Aug. 1993: 44-49. Infotrac.

www.infotrac.com/harrowsmith-homebase.htm.

A page on a web site (note: if the article had an author, the author’s last name would come first)
“Virtual Antarctica: Ship’s Log.” Terraquest: Virtual Expeditions on the World Wide Web, TerraQuest. 10 May 1995.

http://www.terraquest.com/va/shipslog/shipslog.html.

For more examples, see The OWL at Purdue Web site at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. Follow
the links on the left.


